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TRANSITIONAL KINDERSonya Gonzalez

Hello, my name is Sonya Gonzalez and this is 
my first year at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary. I started teaching in 2018 and 
have taught 1st and 2nd grade. I earned my 
B.A. in Early Childhood Studies and 
Credential from Sonoma State University. I 
attended elementary school in the Mark 
West Union School District and completed 
my student teaching here, as well! I enjoy 
exercising, going to my family’s cabin near 
Mt. Lassen, drinking coffee, and walking my 
dog, Coco!



Hello, my name is Cati Day and I have 
been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for 22 years, and in the 
Mark West District for 24 years. My 
husband, Doug and I have been married 
for 35 years. He teaches fifth grade. Our 
two sons, Dylan(18) and Timothy(32) 
both attended San Miguel. One of my 
favorite things to do, is to spend time 
with my grandaughter, Myah.  I enjoy 
taking walks in the woods and reading. 
My dog Din likes to tag along on outdoor 
journeys. 

KINDERGARTENCati Day



Hello, my name is Jane Frye and I have 
been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for 8 years. I started in 
education in 2008 for the Mark West Union 
School District. I have one daughter , 
Kendra and she is a senior in high school. I 
enjoy spending time with my family and 
friends along with traveling. My favorite 
things are going to the beach, hiking, and 
doing Pilates. I have two dogs, Calvin and 
Sammy as well two cats, Olivia and Stuart. 

KINDERGARTENJane Frye



Hello, my name is Jennifer Rush and I have 
been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for 18 years. I have 3 children. 
Nathan, a sophmore  in highschool, and 
Ava & Noah, 7th graders here at San 
Miguel. I enjoy spending time with my 
family. We love to travel, camp, ride bikes 
and play sports together.   My favorite thing 
is movie night with my husband our kids 
and a big bowl of popcorn!  We have 4 pets, 
our big fluffy indoor cat Buster, two little 
bunnies, Willow and Chester, and a leopard 
gecko named Leo.

KINDERGARTENJennifer Rush



Hello, my name is Karen Kovacevich and I 
have been at San Miguel Charter Elementary 
for 16 years. I was born in Boston and moved 
to the South Bay with my family when I was 5. 
My husband, Greg, and I have lived in 
Sonoma County for 22 years. We have 3 
children; Sophie a freshman in college, Curtis 
is a freshman in High School and Faye in 6th 
grade here at San Miguel. I enjoy spending 
time with my family and friends. We enjoy 
time outside and watching movies.  My 
favorite things are reading, running, and a 
warm blanket.  We have a Schnoodle named 
Mudge.

KINDERGARTENKaren Kovacevich



FIRST GRADEAnna Alcozer
Hello, my name is Anna Alcozer and 
this is my first year here at San Miguel 
Charter Elementary. I have three 
children, Taylor, a sophmore in 
highschool, Lexie a 7th grader, and 
Giovanni a 5th grader. I enjoy bbqing 
with family and friends, going to 
country concerts, and playing games 
with my family.  My favorite things are  
vanilla cupcakes, fresh flowers on my 
kitchen table, and good books read late 
at night.  My dogs Jax, Azurra, and 
Nyla are crazy but I love them anyways.



Hello, my name is Emily Johnston and I 
have been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for 10 years. I started in 
education in 2005. I have two children that 
both attend San Miguel, Emerson and 
Walter. I enjoy riding my bike, hiking, 
going to the lake, drawing, and playing 
with my kids.  My favorite things are 
coffee, flamingos, and going to the Zoo.  
We have a cat named Gigi and a kitty 
named Peaches. San Miguel is our family 
and we are proud to be Eagles!

FIRST GRADEEmily Johnston



Hello!  My name is Jaclyn Reitenbach. I have been 
teaching here at San Miguel Charter Elementary for 12 
years. I started in education in 1995, and I coached 
gymnastics before that.   (I can still do the splits.)  My 
husband, Scott, and I have been married for 25 years.  
We have three smart, kind, and beautiful daughters:  
Brooke (Senior at Caly Poly), Brittany (Freshman at the 
SRJC), and Bailee (first year of Middle School).  All 
three of our girls attended San Miguel.  I enjoy teaching 
my little ones big world concepts through art, games, 
music, hands- on activities, science, writing, and 
reading.  Being able to see the progression of my 
children’s writing and reading are magical.  My most 
cherished thing in the whole world is a child’s smile and 
knowing that you made their life better! Outside of 
school, I enjoy being with my family and friends 
(inclusive of our two dogs)… and swimming with the 
turtles in the ocean surrounding Hawaii.

FIRST GRADEJackie Reitenbach



Hello, my name is Lisl Christie and I 
teach the First Grade Smarty Cats in 
Room 1! I have taught at San Miguel for 
18 years, in every grade from TK to 
second. Science is my favorite subject to 
teach. I grew up in the Seattle area and 
moved to Sonoma County right after 
college. When I’m not teaching, I love to 
bake, garden, quilt, read, and paddle 
board on Spring Lake. My wife Cate and 
I have two crazy cats, Thunder and 
Lightning.  

SECOND GRADELisl Christie



I have been fortunate enough to be 
teaching at San Miguel for 25 years. I 
taught Second Grade for 11 years, and am 
in my 14th year in Kindergarten. I grew 
up on the Peninsula and moved to lovely 
Sonoma County 26 years ago. I have a 20 
year old daughter of whom I am very 
proud; she is a gymnast and a writer. I 
read incessantly, quilt and craft, and love 
to walk in the redwoods. Yoga is my sport. 
Rabbits are my pets. 

SECOND GRADELinda Coleman



Hello, my name is Crystal Hartis and I 
have been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for ______ years. I started in 
education _________. I have 
_______(Children), (Names), I enjoy 
______.  My favorite things are…  My 
pets…. 

SECOND GRADECrystal Hartis



Hello, my name is Joan Seitz and I have taught 
at San Miguel Charter Elementary for 22 
years. Here I have cherished the wonderful 
friendships with the staff and community who 
have always felt like my extended family. I 
started in education in 1982 after graduating 
from CSU Long Beach. Before my husband 
(Karl) and I  moved to Sonoma County, we 
lived in Southern California where I taught for 
9 years.  I have two children, Joel (22) and 
Karly (26), both alumni of San Miguel and my 
first grade class! I enjoy playing tennis, 
photography, gardening, and travel.   We have 
a German Shepherd dog named Ellie. 

THIRD GRADEJoan Seitz



Hello, my name is Brenda Shatto and I 
have been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for 25 years. I started in 
education in 1987. I have a daughter 
named Krista (age 28) who is a nurse, 
and a son named Tyler (age 26) who is an 
engineering student at the JC. I enjoy 
line dance, west coast swing dance, and 
playing games like Pokemon Go when 
I’m not busy with work. I have 3 cats: 
Mac & Cheese, and Brontosaurus. I love 
teaching 3rd graders!

THIRD GRADEBrenda Shatto



Hello, my name is Christie Watkins. This 
is my 25th year at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary. I started in education in 
1996 and have taught second, third, and 
fourth grades. I live in Calistoga with my 
husband, Sean, and our two children. My 
daughters Emma (18) and Lily (15) are a 
senior and freshman at SRHS and are 
both San Miguel alumni. In my free time, 
I enjoy hiking, camping, and reading.  
We have two cats named Lucy and Olive. 

THIRD GRADEChristie Watkins



I have been a part of the San Miguel 
family since 2003 when my son started 
kindergarten here. Since then I have 
worked at San Miguel in many 
capacities, most recently as a 
kindergarten teacher for eight years and 
now as a fourth grade teacher. My 
husband teaches high school English and 
we have two college-aged children (both 
San Miguel alumni), a pair of Border 
Terriers, and a flock of chickens hatched 
in my classroom. In our spare time we 
like to read, cook and travel together.

FOURTH GRADECarrie Staten



FOURTH GRADEDavy Dijoux

Hello, my name is Davy Dijoux  and I 
am very excited to start my first year 
teaching at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary. I started in education in 
2003. I have been happily married with 
my spouse, Anne Dijoux, for 27 years. 
We have two children, Jonah is 16 and 
Grace is 10. I enjoy reading, being in 
nature and backpacking. My favorite 
things are cooking, playing soccer and 
surfing with my family.  



Hello, my name is Shannon Bourdage 
and I have been here at San Miguel 
Charter Elementary for 8 years, (but I 
was a San Miguel parent since 2002). I 
started in education 24 years ago. I have 
2 boys, Aidan and Rory, who are both in 
college. I enjoy reading, hiking, and 
laughing with my friends.  My favorite 
things are my family and Lake Tahoe.  
My husband, Dean, is a Santa Rosa 
Firefighter. We are adjusting to being 
empty nesters, and we spend a lot of time 
spoiling rotten our dog, Finn.

FIFTH GRADEShannon Bourdage



Hello, my name is Doug Day and I have 
been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for ______ years. I started in 
education _________. I have 
_______(Children), (Names), I enjoy 
______.  My favorite things are…  My 
pets…. 

FIFTH GRADEDoug Day



Hello, my name is John Menth and I have 
been teaching at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for nearly 30 years. I even 
attended San Miguel in my youth, so I feel I 
have come full circle. I have a degree in 
Environmental Education from Sonoma 
State University, and a masters in 
Education Administration from St. Mary’s 
College. I have four grown children of my 
own, and two step-children. My wife, 
Annette, is also a native of Sonoma County 
having grown up on the other side of town. 
I enjoy being outside - either hiking, 
camping, or paddle boarding . I like to 
travel and I enjoy working in the garden.    

SIXTH GRADEJohn Menth



Hello, my name is Kaley Andersen and 
this is my sixth year teaching; third year 
here at San Miguel Charter Elementary! 
I grew up in Santa Rosa and went to 
elementary school in the Mark West 
Union School District. I earned my B.A. 
and credential at CSU, Chico. I enjoy 
reading, learning, spending time with 
friends and family and all things Disney!  

SIXTH GRADEKaley Andersen



Hello, my name is Carolyn Alarie and 
this is my fifth year teaching at San 
Miguel, and this is my eigth year 
teaching overall. I enjoy reading, 
camping, gardening, going on long walks, 
and exploring California. My favorite 
thing is to spend time with my husband 
and our adorable pets, my dog Jack and 
my cat Norman.

SDC TeacherCarolyn Alarie



Hello, my name is Angela Claypool and I 
have been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for ______ years. I started in 
education _________. I have 
_______(Children), (Names), I enjoy 
______.  My favorite things are…  My 
pets…. 

RESOURCE SPECIALISTAngela Claypool



This is my 8th year here at San Miguel. I 
started in education 30 years ago at Whited 
Elementary. I am originally from New 
Jersey and graduated from U.C. Davis and 
got my teaching credential from U.C. 
Berkeley. My two adult sons are San 
Miguel grads!  Roland recently graduated 
from U.C. Davis and is an engineer at 
Medtronic and Christopher is a senior at 
Columbia University in NYC.  I enjoy 
volunteering as a reading/social/therapy 
dog team with my Great Pyrenees named 
Jasper.

READING SPECIALISTSuzanne Calloway



Hello, my name is Victoria Cratty and I 
have been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for ______ years. I started in 
education _________. I have 
_______(Children), (Names), I enjoy 
______.  My favorite things are…  My 
pets…. 

LIBRARIANVictoria Cratty



Hello, my name is Carmen De Loza and I 
have been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for 7 years. Previously I 
worked as interpreter coordinator for 
Sonoma Superior Courts and before that 
Immigration Law. I have 4 sons Joey, 
Andres, Luis and Adam who was a San 
Miguel Alumni. I also have 6 
grandchildren. Ages ranging from 3 to 
16. I enjoy meeting new people especially 
from other countries. Other languages 
are fascinating to me. I have 2 dogs 
Monta my hungarian Mudi and Rocco a 
lab/pit. 

EL PARACarmen De Loza



Hello, my name is Breanne Bush and I have 
been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for 

Physical EducationBreanne Bush



Hello, my name is Kara Kaufman, I have 
been teaching music to TK-8th grade in 
the Mark West District for the past six 
years.  Previously, I worked in the Wright 
School District as Librarian, Teacher’s 
Aide, After-School Mentor, and Literacy 
Specialist.  I have a B.A. in English, B.M. 
in Music History, M.A. in English, and 
M.A. in Teaching.  Yes, I love school.

Reading and music are my passions! I 
play violin in the Sonoma County 
Philharmonic, and I have danced with 
Bay Area Flash Mob.  I have a daughter, 
Jane, who also loves to sing and dance, 
and one cat, Izzie, who despises both.  I 
look forward to another fabulous year of 
music!

MUSIC Kara Kaufman



Hello, my name is Lisa Warne and I have 
been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for ______ years. I started in 
education _________. I have 
_______(Children), (Names), I enjoy 
______.  My favorite things are…  My 
pets…. 

Lisa Warne Project Based Learning



Hello, my name is Lionel Cooper and I have worked 
at the Mark West Union School District for 7 years. 
I started working as a counselor in 2002.  I was a 
middle school teacher before that and started in 
education in 1994.  My favorite part of working 
with kids is seeing them grow.  My approach in 
counseling is developing relationships and rapport 
with kids and their families, and making a 
difference in their lives.  I also enjoy being a clinical 
supervisor, and helping other counselors-to-be learn 
their own styles and approaches to making a 
difference with children and their families.  My 
favorite things are yoga, traveling to Europe, 
spending time with friends and family, and drinking 
coffee on Saturday mornings.

CounselorLionel Cooper



CounselorAntonio Garcia



I am so excited to join the MWUSD staff this year! I am a 
California native and have been a school psychologist in 
Sonoma County since 2012. Before that, I worked in 
education in the Los Angeles and Tulare County areas 
after graduating from Fresno Pacific University.  I have a 
dinosaur obsessed son who will be joining the Riebli family 
as a kindergarten student this school year!  I enjoy hiking, 
playing soccer, gardening, traveling, and talking about 
wine.  The best part of my  job is working with families and 
staff to problem solve together and  make successful 
learning plans for students.  I get so much joy from 
watching students who once struggled start to make 
academic connections and begin to enjoy learning!  
Cheers to a great school year!

Angela Somawang Psychologist



CLASSROOM AIDES & YARD SUPERVISORS

Alysia Murillo Kathy Grandt Amanda Greene David Sowell



CLASSROOM AIDES & YARD SUPERVISORS

Donna Pulliam Marco Ruiz Sandra Lucas



OFFICE STAFF
Sue Madura - 
Office Manager

Wendy Costa - 
Office Assistant

Holly Sobolewski - 
Paraeducator



Hello, my name is Patrick Eagle and I 
have been here at San Miguel Charter 
Elementary for 6 years. I started in 
education in 1993. I have two children, 
Alex and Aimee, they are both in college 
and both want to be teachers. My wife 
Vicki is a teacher as well. I enjoy fast 
cars, listening to music, playing sports, 
making and fixing things.  My favorite 
things are my family, my tools, and 
classic sports car. We have one pet, a 
small dog named Samee. 

PRINCIPALPatrick Eagle


